
   
 

   
 

 

 

  



   
 

   
 

LETTER TO LEADERS 

WELCOME TO THE FAMILY! 

Thank you for choosing to be a forerunner of the faith, uniting with us to help students find and follow Jesus! There is no better time 

than now to get into the trenches of student ministry. Students desperately need adults to invest in them and walk through life with 

them. Here at Rush Creek, we take the call to go and make disciples seriously and desire to see that call multiply in the hearts of our 

students and leaders. We believe God has chosen you to be a part of His mission here at Rush Creek! 

In Christ, 

Student Ministry Team 

 

 

Nate Ward Ryan Higgs Kade Corley Will Franklin 

Interim Green Oaks  

Student Minister 

Mansfield West  

Student Minister 

Mira Lagos  

Student Minister 

Midlothian  

Student Minister 

(817) 524-7383 (409) 719-3352 (432) 631-1404 (501) 554-6054 

 



   
 

   
 

FALL 2025 CALENDAR 
 
August 20 | Student Ministry Kickoff/Parent Night (All Campus ML) 
August 27 | First Student Wednesday Night at your campus 
 
October 8 | Fields of Faith  
November 2 | Student Weekend Registration Opens  
November 16 | Student Camp Registration Opens  
November 26 | No Student Service – Thanksgiving Break  
  
December 10 | Last Wednesday Night/Christmas Party   
TBD | Student Ministry CREW Party (By Campus)  

SPRING 2026 CALENDAR 
 
January 14 | Student Weekend Rally (All Campus GO)  
January 16-18 | Student Weekend 2026  
  
March 8 | Senior Launch Registration Opens  
March 16-20 | Spring Break Mission Trips – No Student Service 
   
May 13 | Last Student Service Night  
May 17 | Senior Launch 2026 5-7pm (All Campus ML) 

  



   
 

   
 

MISSION AND VISION  

OUR MISSION  
Rush Creek exists to help people far from God become contagious followers of Jesus.  

OUR VISION  
We are forerunners of the faith united to help people find and follow Jesus.  

OUR STRATEGY  
We desire for every student at Rush Creek to:  

• Encounter God  

• Engage in Biblical Community  

• Exercise their Gifts  

• Embrace People 

  



   
 

   
 

FORERUNNER FAMILIES  

EXPERIENCE THE FAITH (10-13)  
(Guide/Accountability) 
Our pre-teens and middle schoolers need to understand that faith is not just about what we believe, but what we do. With a firm grasp on concepts, we 
want to push them into environments that will bring these tenets of faith to life. Giving our kids opportunities to serve, worship with adults, share their 
faith, and take the Lord’s Supper are just a few examples of living what they’ve been learning!  

LIVE THE FAITH (13-16)  
(Model/Motivator) 
At this stage, we need to motivate our teenagers to begin embracing their faith as their own. We must encourage spiritual disciplines, Biblical 
community, personal evangelism, and a willingness to wrestle with the harder realities of living out their faith in a culture of disbelief. However, 
information is no longer enough. Inspiration and modeling play a huge role. Our teenagers can spot inauthentic and disconnected believers from a mile 
away – both at home and in the church. Exposure to and relationships with authentic, growing, and transparent believers is critical.  

OWN THE FAITH (17-18)  
(Coach/Resource)  
As students near the end of their high school journeys, their natural desire for independence will leave them open to influence, but resistant to control. 
During these final years in the home, parents and church leaders have the opportunity to equip their students with necessary tools for living out their 
faith after they leave the home. 
  



   
 

   
 

STUDENT MINISTRY CREW EXPECTATIONS 

As a leader of students, you’re visible in your community. Your words, choices, and relationship with God will be observed and mirrored 
by students you influence. No one is perfect, but leaders should strive to make wise decisions that glorify God. Through your life and 
choices, be an example of someone who is becoming a fully devoted follower of Christ every day.  

• Show commitment to becoming a fully devoted follower of Christ.  

• Be passionate about the mission of Rush Creek Church. 

• Regularly attend Sunday morning services at your Rush Creek campus. 

• Serve on a weekly basis in your small group (there will be times you have to miss, but consistency is key). 

• Be welcoming to every student, parent, and other leader. 

• Wear your Student Ministry CREW lanyard every week. 

• Attend weekly leader meetings. 

 

If there is ever a time where you believe you are not able to fulfill the Student Ministry CREW Expectations, please schedule a time to talk 
with your Student Minister. 

 



   
 

   
 

LIVE AND MODEL OUR BELIEFS  

As you serve with students, you’ll be engaging in conversations about a wide range of topics. We want to make sure you are equipped to 
lead and live in alignment with the beliefs of Rush Creek Church. Rush Creek Students CREW agree to:  

• Understand and affirm our Statement of Beliefs (found on our website under What We Believe)  
• Use your speech to uplift and edify those around you. (Matthew 15:11; Ephesians 4:29; Titus 2:7-8)  

• Use social media responsibly. (Matthew 18:6; Hebrews 13:18)  

• Avoid excessive alcohol consumption. (Ephesians 5:18; Galatians 5:19-21)  

• Practice a biblical view of sexuality. (Romans 13:13; 1 Corinthians 6:9-10, 18)  

o Commit to sex only within marriage.  

o Commit to not cohabitating outside of marriage.  

o Avoid being active in or promoting a homosexual lifestyle.  

o Avoid viewing pornography. 

 

If there is ever a time where you believe you are not in agreement with Rush Creek Church’s beliefs, please schedule a time to talk with 
your Student Minister. 



   
 

   
 

SAFETY NON-NEGOTIABLES  

NO DATING STUDENTS 
Regardless of how close in age you are, dating a student is never acceptable.  

  

RULE OF THREE  
Meeting with a student for a private conversation is only permissible when there is another adult leader present. If a student of the 
opposite sex approaches you for a counseling conversation, find another leader of the same sex of the student to be present. These 
conversations should occur in a space where you are in clear view of other individuals.  

  

TEXTING AND SOCIAL MEDIA WITH STUDENTS  
When communicating with students via text message, there must always be another adult included in the text message. Do not use 
social media platforms to message students where messages can be hidden or deleted (Snapchat, Instagram DM’s, etc). You may be 
friends with or follow students on social media platforms but be wise in what you post or share on social media that students could see. 

  



   
 

   
 

INTERACTIONS WITH STUDENTS  
Because you’ll always want to keep your interactions with students above reproach, here are some guidelines to keep in mind.  

ALWAYS:  
• Guard your words and actions so they are never misunderstood as angry, abusive, or flirtatious.  

• Show appropriate forms of physical encouragement (high fives, fist bumps, side hugs, etc.)  

• Ensure that conversations with students are in the open view of others.  

• Abide by the Safety Non-Negotiables.  

NEVER:  
• Be alone with a member of the opposite sex.  

• Provide a student a ride to or from a Student Ministry event without another person in the vehicle.  

• Have students over to your home without the permission/knowledge of your Student Minister.  

• Engage in coarse language or humor with students. (this includes online as well)  

• Make inappropriate physical contact with a student (holding hands, prolonged hugs, lap sitting, hitting, etc.)  

  



   
 

   
 

REQUIRED TO REPORT  

Sometimes students will share personal struggles or situations they face at home. Here is what Student Ministers NEED to be 

informed of for legal reasons and for the well-being of the student.  

1. Suicidal thoughts, active self-injury, active eating disorders, and anything else that causes harm to them.  

2. An abusive home environment (physical, sexual, verbal, or neglect). *This includes past abuse.  

3. Actions that can cause harm to themselves or others.  

4. You have 24 hours LEGALLY to report abuse to:  

Rush Creek Child Safety Hotline: (817) 527-5250 Email: childsafety@rushcreek.org  

Online Incident Report: rushcreek.org/child-safety/  

Texas Department of Family and Protective Services: 1 (800) 252-5400 
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